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Dear Tri-District Community,

I hope that all of you enjoyed some much-needed relaxation so far during our winter break. Most
importantly, I hope that this letter finds all of our students, staff and families safe and healthy. As
you are seeing, Covid-19 case numbers continue to skyrocket in New Jersey and our region.
Although community transmission is high, reported cases through the holiday break have not
been high enough to force our schools to transition to a remote environment. Therefore, the plan
is to return to in-person instruction on Monday, January 3, 2022 in all schools in the
Tri-District. As always, an increase in cases over the weekend and staffing shortages could
change that decision at any time. This situation remains fluid and families should always have
contingency plans should a shift to remote instruction or four-hour sessions be needed. This letter
is lengthy, please read it carefully as there are new protocols and information related to student
testing contained that are important to our ability to remain in-person safely.

As we return, we will be implementing stricter social distancing, providing less opportunities for
cohorts to mix or interact and lunch periods may be modified so that students are more than six
feet apart while eating. Students may eat in classrooms or alternative settings to avoid cohort
mixing and to maintain social distancing. If cases begin to climb, staff absences and classroom
coverage becomes unsustainable or our number of students with illness or quarantining rise, we
may quickly transition to remote instruction. Again, please be prepared for that possibility.

I have received many questions regarding the press release from the CDC shortening quarantine
times for the general public and workers in healthcare settings. This guidance has not been
adopted at this time for K-12 settings by the CDC or the NJDOH. At this time, we are following
the NJDOH K-12 guidance for school settings updated December 15, 2021. If we receive
updated guidance that shortens or alters quarantine guidelines, we will review and implement
once we have firm processes in place.

However, yesterday, we received the latest Covid Activity Level Indicators (CALI) report from
the NJDOH and our county is now in the VERY HIGH (RED) range. This is the first time that
we have encountered this level of activity since March or April of 2020 and we have never
reached the RED range while our schools have been in-person. This prompted updated guidance
regarding the use of testing for unvaccinated staff and students and for students and staff
participating in extracurricular activities. There are no other updates related to shortened periods
of quarantine. As a matter of fact, in this very high level of activity, the DOH has been clear that
we are to continue to follow the December 15, 2021 guidance except related to extra-curricular
activities and an increase in testing.



REPORTING COVID-19 CASES or CLOSE CONTACT
Cases continue to be reported at a rapid pace. Although reporting has not been as frequent during
the break, I anticipate higher numbers of either Covid-positive individuals or possible close
contacts. We want to make sure that we are getting all information necessary to report to the state
and emails are not being missed if we see a spike. Therefore, beginning today, we ask that
families use the links below to report Covid-19 activity (positive results or close contact to a
positive individual). This will provide us the information in real time so that we can capture this
accurately and report in a timely manner to the MCDOH for review. These links will also be on
each school’s homepage for easy access.

Atlantic Highlands COVID-19 Reporting

Highlands Elementary COVID-19 Reporting

Henry Hudson Regional COVID-19 Reporting

TESTING FOR STUDENTS
At this time, we will be implementing VOLUNTARY testing for any students with parental
consent (if not 18 years or older) through our NJ State Vendor, Rover Labs. This is NOT a
test-to-stay program. Test to Stay has not been approved in New Jersey at this time. This testing
is to check for Covid-positive individuals in the school setting. This is a PCR, saliva-test (no
nostril swab). Students who would like to participate in this program will receive a kit that
includes all testing materials, testing instructions and a consent form. The students will take the
testing kit home and return the sample by Wednesday of each week to the child’s homeroom
teacher or the main office. The samples will then be collected and mailed to Rover Labs for
processing. Results will be reported by Rover Labs to each family via the email address provided
on the consent form as well as to the school nurse and the Superintendent. A consent form must
be completed each week in order to process the sample.

In order to participate in the independent testing, please complete the following survey:

Tri-District Student Testing Participation Opt-IN

Once a response is received, testing kits will be sent home with students who are participating or
can be picked up by parents/guardians at the school’s main office. Please contact Dr. Beams
directly if you have any questions regarding student testing.

This is an incredibly stressful time for everyone in our school community. This pandemic is
causing challenges that no one could ever possibly prepare for in our schools. I want to assure
everyone that I am regularly communicating with the County Health Department and County
Department of Education and I am making the best decisions with the information that I have for
our school districts. These decisions could be unpopular, frustrating, disruptive, and be rapid.
However, every decision is made with the best interest of our entire school community at its core
and is never taken lightly. Our staff are working around the clock to try to meet all of our

https://forms.gle/7xLfXbAoKRyuFoLw7
https://forms.gle/4UzieGzwBy91JYDx6
https://forms.gle/bcjSHkTmrBZyQjce7
https://forms.gle/4aANbmtmDHoKhHM58
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students’ and families’ needs, educationally, emotionally, socially while also maintaining the
health and safety of the entire school community.

I urge everyone, please help us get through this very difficult time. Take all precautions to
maintain your health. If you, your child, or members of your household are experiencing
symptoms, please get tested and remain quarantined until you have an alternative diagnosis or
negative test results and no symptoms. Please report any changes in health status to the school
nurse immediately so that we can help keep our school safe. Together, we can get through this.
As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Have a Happy, Safe, and Healthy New Year! Thank you and stay healthy, stay safe, stay KIND!

Sincerely,

Dr. Tara Beams
Superintendent of Schools


